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pared again to the state of an ill-ordered
school. We have seen it fatal to truthful-
ness ; it encouraged also cruelty, coarseness,
neglect of duty. In the field of thought
no age has been more fertile in bold theories,
sweeping assumptions, unlimited demands
on faith. There was courage because the
process was always forward; there was no
criticism of the starting points. And men
were the bolder in developing their ideals,
and stated them in the more emphatic
terms, just because they did not feel the
responsibility for them that is felt by those
who know that their schemes will be tested
by a systematic and businesslike examination
or execution. They had no need for com-
promise. And as it was in action and
thought, so it was in personal religion. There
was piety in its most attractive forms ; there
was gross and reckless irreverence. There
was simple and intelligent belief, there was
absurd superstition. But we must bear in
mind that allowance, in judging persons^ needs
always to be made for the character of their
age; and in no age have belief and morals
been more obviously conditioned by the
general level of civilization.